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based on the criteria of modernity so that they can be used under the conditions of the new age reborn. The basic
attitude toward seeking the modern value of Chinese traditional rites should be based on the cultural ecology of
human beings based on diversity as the basic characteristic. From objective historical facts and rich folk
practices, we should explore the ethical consensus and moral character that has settled down, focus on reality
and look to the future, use Chinese wisdom to create a new system suitable for the ritual value of today’s

soclety.

A New Discussion of the Differentiation between Feudal System and Prefecture-county System:

Among Power, Benefit, and Morality Yu Hongliang

As an important issue in the history of political thought in ancient China, the differentiation between feudal
system and prefecture-county system involves the problems about the distribution of power and resource of
ancient country, and the power boundary between central government and local government. Since the
prefecture-county system had been the unbreakable regime since the Qin-Han period, the disvantages of the
system also showed constantly. In the era lack of new resource of political philosophy, reflection and criticism of
the system could only be approached by the topic of feudal system. That is the historical background of theory of
feudalism often be mentioned in different times. During the Ming and Qing dynasties, Neo-Confucianism,
especially its idea on the differentiation between justice and profit, as well as the public and the private, became
new political and cultural resource which deeply intervened in the shaping and influencing of political theory. In
the late Ming Dynasty, such criticism of the interest group with the core of the Ming court not only contained
academic principle, but also reflected the thrilling practical struggle. When the modern political ideas such as
rights and autonomy were formed in the late Qing period, the differentiation between feudal system and
prefecture-county system again became important ideological resource in the establishment of modern

revolutionary ethic in China.

Moralizatoin and Symbolization:

An Interpretation of the Significance of Farming and Weaving Pictures in Ancient China Wang Jiahua

Farming and weaving pictures are image data recording the activities of farming and weaving. In the period
from Song to Qing, there were at least dozens of sets of systematic farming and weaving pictures came out in
China. For those pictures, traditional dominant view considered that they played an important role in spreading
advanced agricultural technologies, but it is not the case. Their function is mainly to advocate the idea that
“agriculture is the foundation under Heaven” to promoting agriculture, which were often pushed to civil society
in the form of imperial edict or central government decree. Therefore, the creation and popularization of farming
and weaving pictures can be regarded as an important reflection of moralized administration in traditional Chinese
society with the fundamental goal of advocating, creating, and maintaining a kind of peaceful and stable social

order. In a word, this kind of picture bears profound significance of symbolization and social governance.

The Idea of Cosmic Space in the Han Dynasty Reflected in the “Travel Figures”
on the Han Stone Relief in Southern Shandong Province Liu Qian
There contains rich idea of cosmic space of the Han people in the “travel figures” carved on the Han stone
relief. Studies of the stages of the “travel figures”on the Han stone relief in Southern Shandong Province can
reveal the important relation of the pattern with the idea of cosmic space in the Han Dynasty. Besides, the
changes and characteristics in different periods just vividly manifest the idea evolution of cosmic space in this

i

area. In the whole process, the pattern of “travel figures” symbolizes the movement within cosmic space as well

as the across-space movement.



