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Abstract During the 20" century Confucianism was
onfonted with unprecedented crises and austere
dhallenges, but also with opportunities for its recon-
stiuction and revival. Its evolution and the histoty of
its studies have approximately undergone five phas-
es. Confucianism, however, has not been “museum
—ized” in the “ Debate between the Ancient and the
Modern, and between the Oriental and the Occiden-
tal”, and in the ideological trend to modernize Chi-
nese culture. Instead, after having been exposed to
doubt, critique, de— wnstruction and re—interpre-
tation, it has come out, with its creative transforma-
tion. as a modern ideological scholarship and syn-
cretized itself into the big melting pot of world cul-
ture. At the turn of the 21st century, Confucianism
is not only the spiritual resource for constructing
“Cultural China” and “ Global Ethies”, but also
plays an important role in the “ Civilization Dia-
logues” . Confucianism studies are therefore a his-
toric poject and a practical one with great foresight
al the same time.

Key Word 20" centuty; China Confucianism;
studies; retrospection; wview
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