Duke Yansheng Accounted as a Nominal Monarch: An Aspect of
Kang Youwet’s Thoughts in the Revolution of 1911
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Abstract: After the Wuchang uprising, the Qing royal court issued the “19 Creeds of the
Constitution” under the pressure of the “Luanzhou military officials’ petition” led by Zhang
Shaozeng. In view of the declining imperial power, Kang Youwei who was then in Japan appealed to
various political forces to establish Constitutional Monarchy in China. As people’s motion of Anti-
Manchuism elevated, Kang Youwei had to concede that instead of the Qing emperor, Duke Yansheng
could be accounted as a nominal monarch. Regarding this, the various Chinese and foreign forces
reacted differently. Yuan Shikai and the Beiyang warlords, along with other revolutionary forces,
resolutely opposed the idea of entitling Duke Yansheng as nominal monarch and establishing
Constitutional Monarchy. The Southern Constitutionalists like Zhang Wei privately expressed a
slight interest in this proposal, yet with no actual support. The Northern Constitutionalists like Xu
Dinglin approved the Constitutional Monarchy, but could not accept Duke Yansheng as the nominal
monarch. Foreign forces didn't take sides on this matter. Finally, Kang Youwei’s political motion

ended in failure.
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