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opportunism. It is regretful that it is impossible for Confucianism to deduct the rule of law. Like democracy,

Confucian politics has to rely on the rule of law to reach good governance.

The Principle of Guiding the Political system by Natural Law and

Its Institutional Arrangement in Traditional China:

A Discussion on the Institutionalized-participation Mechanism of Intellectuals Sheng Hong

The natural law guiding political system is the basic political principle that China has formed and dominated
the history since the Spring and Autumn Period. To implement this principle, we need to judge and select the
scholars who explore and practice the natural law according to the Confucian values which is closest to the
natural law. After the observation and recommendation system, the fairjudgement-by-nine-standard system and
the imperial examination system, the traditional Chinese system of selecting scholars has been continuously
improved, and finally the examinations were pre-existed by the imperial examinations, excluding any “primary
selection” system, so that all scholars can enter equally. The selection process of public office and the
measurement of political achievements after taking up public office have enabled the principle of guiding the

political system by natural law to be basically realized. This principle and its system still make sense today.

A Solution to the Dilemma between Material Wellbeing and Moral Cultivation in Pre-Qin Confucianism
Li Chenyang, Liu Linna
Is material wellbeing a pre-condition for moral cultivation? Or moral cultivation can be achieved
independently of material wealth, and poverty can even be conducive to one’s moral development? Two lines of
contradictory positions can be found in pre-Qin Confucianism. We examine four possible solutions to this puzzle,
that is: 1. one of the horns in the dilemma could simply be false; 2. material richness and poverty provide
different environments to attain respective virtues; 3. material value and moral value are independent of each
other; 4. different teachings aim at different kinds of people. However, all of the four solutions have limitations
and difficulties in textual interpretation and theoretical consistence. Our solution is to differentiate individual
perspective from social perspective. On the one hand, a person is responsible for his moral cultivation; on the
other hand, there is a positive relationship between material wellbeing and social moral standards in statistical
sense. This twofold account solves the dilemma between material wellbeing and moral cultivation in pre-Qin

Confucian philosophy.

Review and Reflection on Dynastic Historical Research in China in the Past Forty Years
Shen Changyun, Lou Jin, Bao Weimin, Zhao Yifeng. Huang Aiping. Liu Zhiwei
In recent forty years, along with the reform and opening-up as well as social transformation, the studies of
ancient Chinese history also experience reconstruction of discipline, extension of domain, renewal of method,
and change of topics, gaining unprecedented achievements and growing social influence. The studies mainly
proceed in form of dynastic research, and acess to new knowledge on almost every point, but it seems that these
achievements have not formed new holistic view, and even show a tendency of fragmentization. How to evaluate
the total results in the period becomes an important issue that scholars must confront directly. The authors of

this group of reviews are representative scholars who experience the course of forty years, and their observations



168 + 2019 5

can benefit the “new start” of studies of ancient history.

Similarities and Differences of the Theories of “Accumulation” and “Fruit” .

Li Zehou’s Effect on Me and Differentiation between Us Yang Zebo

The theory of “accumulation” was first put forward by Li Zehou in his aesthetic research, and used to
illustrate the characteristics of Chinese culture. The author has been insisted on interpreting the theory of
original goodness of human nature with ethical mood, which was initially affected by Li. Compared with the
theory of “accumulation,” the author’s interpretation of the original goodness of human nature can be called as
the theory of “fruit.” Though the latter grows out of the former, there are many differences between the two:
the former focuses on analyzing the cultural-psychological formation, interpreting the “congenital preexistence,”
and constructing the “noumenon of feeling” with the essense of abandoning the noumenon; while the latter
foucusing on interpreting the theory of original goodness of human nature, elucidating the “ acquired
preexistence,” and reconstructing the “noumenon of benevolence” with the purpose of exhausting and adhereing

to the moral noumenon.

Understanding Human Existence: From Heidegger to Buddhism Li Zhangyin

Heidegger’s understanding of human existence is neither falling into the existentiell, nor completely outside
the existence, but belonging to an existential phenomenology that both jumps into and springs forth from the
human existence. It has following steps roughly: 1. describing the disclosing, projecting and appropriating of
Dasein itself; 2. analyzing Dasein’s inauthentic and authentic understanding; 3. distinguishing the inauthentic
and the authentic meaning of human existence; 4. showing the possibility of authentic existence; 5. manifesting
the authentic human existence’s characteristics of Enowning and releasement. Heidegger's phenomenological
analysis of the Enowning and releasement can turn on a new interpretation of Buddhist doctrine about yuangi and
suiyuan, and his analysis of the inauthentic and authentic existence can give an existential interpretation of

buddhist doctrine of karma and samsara.

A Study of the Formation of the “Truth, Beauty, and Goodness” Writer Group in Shanghai in the 1930s

and Their Cultural Posture Wang Xigiang

Under the background of flourishment of publishing and culture in the 1930s in Shanghai, Zeng Pu and his
son Zeng Xubai founded the bookstore and magazine of the “Truth, Beauty, and Goodness,” and gained
plenteous performance. The “Truth, Beauty, and Goodness” writer group was collected under Zeng’s efforts.
They acquired their own discourse space in competitive cultural market of Shanghai, and formed unique cultural
and living style in salon type. They showed the cultural posture of reforming new literature., abandoning the
enlightenment standpoint, practicing literature popularization, and also shouted some hurricane-type slogans.
On translating and introducing foreign cultural resources, they consciously held the pursuit of system and
classics by accepting and using the result of “literary reform” which means making faithful translation in
vernacular Chinese, as well as avoiding and opposing wholesale westernization. About how to absorb new
nutrition through foreign cultural resources, they have independent cultural, aesthetic, and historical vision and

path design.



