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The Education of the Descendants of Confucius, Yan, Zeng
and Mencius and Government Student Slots in the Ming Period

—TFocusing on the Education of Confucius’ Offspring at Queli

Wang Weizhen

Abstract: The temple school at Queli was first established in Huangchu 2nd year of
Emperor Wen of the Wei dynasty and reestablished during the Dazhong Xiangfu reign of
Emperor Zhen of the Song dynasty, which was to educate Confucian descendants, It ad-
mitted the descendants of the Yan and Mencius clans during the Yuanyou reign of Em-
peror Zhe of the Song dynasty, and consequently became the site to educate the off-
spring of the three clans. It admitted the descendants of the Zeng clan in Wanli 16th
year during the Ming period and hence transformed into the site to educate the offspring
of the four clans. From the Song to the Ming dynasty, the students of the temple school
extended from one clan to four clans. Meanwhile, its role to educate the offspring of the
sage and the worthies remained unchanged, which lasted until the Qing dynasty. How-
ever, the administration of the temple school kept on changing, which was manifest in
the Ming dynasty. Under the influence of civil service examination. the administration
methods and the details concerning the teaching orientation, annual government student
slots’ submission, civil service examination preparation and evaluation of the temple
school, gradually developed towards the operating style of the prefectural, subprefec-
tural and county schools. Nevertheless, as a special interest group, the offspring of the
four clans enjoyed preferential policies in many respects. The status of the temple school
thereupon was higher than that of ordinary Confucian schools.

Key words: The Ming period; the Offspring of the Four Clans; Queli; Confucian
Temple School; the School of the Three Clans; the School of the Four Clans; Educa-

tion; Fill Government Student Slots,
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