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A Study of Tan Minzheng as an Errand in Baxian County of
Late Qing Period

—Cases Centering on Two Lawsuits

ONO Tatsuya

Abstract: As a Jingshu, Tan Minzheng worked in the most lucrative revenue office in the Yamen of
Baxian county in 1856, and was promoted as Dianli in 1866. The same financial intermediation between the
errands is the most obvious feature, so Tan Minzheng took advantage of this relationship and made up for his
own deficit by collecting multi-loan for the huge amount of money for the promotion. His status and activities
depended on the link among them to a larger extent. However, the contracting system of their business and the
“unspoken rules” which were responsible for filling the deficits with public funds often brought economic risks
to them. Accidental repatriation of debts was often the cause of disputes, and he was accused of it after his
retirement in 1869. After retiring and returning to his hometown, he got an honorable title of a subordinate
official through donation, marking him as a local authority. He began as an errand and eventually became a
squire, who was a successful microcosm of social mobility.

Key words: the Late Qing Dynasty, revenue office of Baxian county, errand, Tan Minzheng, whereabouts
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