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Thieves in the Inland River Transport in the Ming Dynasty:
River Thieves, Lake Thieves, Big River Thieves

Matsuura Akira

(Kansai University, Osaka Japan)

Abstract: China has a history of using ships for transportation and commercial activities since ancient times. Not on-
ly do merchants use the boat as a means of transportation for water transportation, but the general public is also an indis-
pensable means of transportation when traveling. The same is true during the Ming Dynasty. Inland people also need to
use river boats for their travel and transportation. However, these ships often encounter thieves who are in the rivers and
lakes during normal driving. However, previous studies often overlooked the existence of these thieves who hindered in-
land river transport in the Ming Dynasty. Therefore, this paper mainly discusses the thieves who live in the inland rivers
and lakes in the Ming Dynasty.
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