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The New History and the New Philology:

The Two Patterns of Modern Chinese History and Their Fluctuations

WANG Xue-dian
(Instituteof Literature, History and Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, Shandong, China)
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Abstract: The modern Chinese history emerged gradually in two almost quite different paths simultaneously. One is the
curse evolved from the textual research of the Qianlong and Jiaging period step by step which transformed the classics
into history; the other is the course originated from the Western history which signified a fresh start to the Chinese ac-
ademic tradition. The former is the so-called “ New Philology”, and the latter is the so-called “New History”. The
“New History” directs towards the noumenon of history, and the “ New Philology” focuses itself on the historical re-
cords from the beginning. At first, each of these two paths had its own track and advanced side by side. Yet owing to
the profound groundwork of the“ New Philology”, it overwhelmed the“ New History” for a time. Afterwards, because
the “ New History” matched the social historical trend and the international academic trend, it surpassed the “New Phi-
lology” and became the main tide once again. Passing through the “ Materialist History”, the “ New History” has now
born the fruit of the studies of Chinese social economic history. Meanw hile, the most symbolic academic heritage of the
“New Philology” has now merged into the“ collation of the ancient classics’ and “ study of historical materials” of now-
adays. The“ textual criticism” which the “ New Philology” commits itself to has changed into a part of the modern aca
demic constitution, or an initial link of the research course; besides and after the “ textual criticism”, there actually ex-

ists a larger academic world.
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