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The Functions and Concrete Work of the Gongfang( ) of
Nanbu County in the Qing Dynasty
GOU De~yi TANG Ning
( School of History and Culture China West Normal University Nanchong 637009 China)
Abstract: According to Nanbu Archives the functions of Gongfang( ) expand continuously with the change of

times involving in agriculture industry commerce construction finance forestry water conservancy fire control
mining smoking cessation encouraging industry and other aspects. The government clerks in Gongfang( ) are
mainly responsible for undertaking construction project writing out a brochure of notice drafting legal documents
drafting official documents collecting tax conducting geological surveys and mapping as well as preserving and
managing archives. Therefore the actual functions of Gongfang( ) are more complex than those summarized in
the existing research outcomes and stipulated by the authorities of the Qing dynasty.
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