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Pedigree Prohibition in Qianlong Reign and the Practice

of Huizhou Genealogical Reconstruction

Zheng Xiaochun

Abstract: Pedigree prohibition in Qianlong reign was a major event in the history of Chinese genealogy compilation,
which was rooted in the early Qing dynasty literary inquisition, and the needs for rulers of maintaining the feudal
patriarchal system and strengthening their own rules. Rebuilt from around the taboo practice cases and Huizhou
genealogy point of view, there are differences over the enforcement of the pedigree prohibition policy and practices. The
policy was harsh on private pedigree specifications, and had a significant impact on the genealogy editing time and
compilation sequence, especially the editing style over a period of time. The policy had to some extent corrected
widespread distortion and misrepresentation, which was not consistent with the traditional ethics hence improved the
quality of editing genealogy.The policy had been continued for a short time, had relatively limited impact on the society,
ideology, culture.

Keywords: the Qing dynasty; Qianlong reign; pedigree banned; Huizhou; Jiadao Zhang Genealogy; Wang Tongzong
Pedigree
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