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The Forms and Functions of the Documents of Zouyi in the Tang Dynasty

LI Yin

(College of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The documents of Zouyi gradually expanded and differentiated from the six forms of documents that

prevailed in the early Tang Dynasty. This is manifested in the increasing emergence of Shu and Zou, which are

continuously mixed with the functions of Qi and Ci, submitting documents to the throne. Among them, the three

kinds of documents, including Zhuang, Qi, and Shu, have both the “public” and “private” nature, and have

become an important aspect of the bureaucratic scholars stratum showing political demands inside and outside the

system, From the perspective of content and function, the documents of Zouyi can be divided into three types:

table type, discussion type and Shu type. On the one hand, the three types of Zouyi documents maintain a

relatively stable writing formula and structure; on the other hand, the three types of Zouyi documents with

different attributes, while having different functions, are all in line with the political situation and institutional

transformation of the Tang Dynasty.

Keywords: Diplomatics; Official documents; Documents of Zouyi
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