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A Study on the Setting of the Records Retention Schedule from the Judicial
Perspective

YANG Lijun, WU yuqing
( School of Information Management, SUN Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510006 )

Abstract: The records retention schedule is a standard document to guide the archival appraisal. Through the field
research and the questionnaire results, it can be seen that the lower judicial status and the potential psychological burden
give rise to the situation that the archivists fail to bring the records retention schedule into full play in the practical work.
According to this situation, this paper studies the setting of the records retention schedule from the perspective of archive
disposition, judicial prosecution and judicial evidence. It holds that: (1) the records retention schedule should be given
corresponding legal status to alleviate the psychological burden of the archivists; (2) It is necessary to refer to the judicial
prosecution period in the setting of the records retention schedule and the destruction of archives, which means that
the archivists should neither destroy archives that are still playing the role of vouchers nor keep all archives indefinitely;

(3) The organic connection of archives should be examined from the judicial point of view to ensure the integrity and
evidence of archives as much as possible.
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