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More importantly, Eastern and Western Europe, developing independently but interacting
with each other, had a shared and growing tendency towards the sacralization of politics

in the Early Middle Ages.

Academic Review
What is Jiangnan?: Its Space and Discourse from the Perspective of Ecological
History Xia Mingfang(148)
Chinese economic historians have observed different relationships between the
Jiangnan region and the rest of the nation since the founding of the People’s Republic of
China (PRC). In the major debate occurring in the 1950s about the seeds of capitalism in
China, Jiangnan was generally regarded as a model for China’s economic development.
Since the reform and opening up, along with the “regional shift” in China’s historical
research, it has been widely recognized that Jiangnan’s developmental path differed
from that of other regions. The point of view that “Jiangnan is not China” has gradually
replaced the earlier one that “Jiangnan is China.” Therefore, the PRC historians shall not
evade these questions: how to critically analyze those two polarized statements? And
how to dialectically investigate the relationship between Jiangnan, other regions, and
even the entire nation with regards to economic development? It is necessary to move
beyond the established framework of “the internal history” of Jiangnan, i.e., examining
Jiangnan’s history within Jiangnan. Instead, the perspective of ecological history which
values the interactions between humans and nature, will contextualize Jiangnan’s history
within a broader spatial and temporal network, or, in other words, within a layered and
interwoven “mountain-sea ecosystem.” From this perspective, the gradually shrinking
process of Jiangnan’s geographic space over the time could be seen as the consequence
of a process of “Jiangnanization” and “de-Jiangnanization” of China’s economy. Thus,
it is possible to construct a multi-dimensional “New Jiangnan History” which attends to

“the linkages between the internal and the external”, “the combination between the upper

223



CONTENTS

99 €. 99 ¢6

and the lower”, “the connectivity between the ancient and the present”, “the interaction
between China and the West”, “the correspondence between nature and humans”, and “the

completeness in material and spirit”.

The Rise and Development of Historical Studies of American Political Culture in the
United States Li Jianming(172)

Borrowing the concept of “political culture” from political science, drawing
nourishment from anthropology, sociology, and other related disciplines, and inspired by
social history, cultural history, transnational history, and other academic trends, American
historians gradually transformed the field of political history and developed historical
research on political culture with corresponding methodologies. Particularly, they
explicitly defined the position and significance of culture and psychology in the political
world. Thus, historians incorporated irrational factors into political history and enhanced
their senses and skills of contextualism. Moreover, they explored interpretive approaches
along with causation models. On this basis, American political historians probed elite
political culture, mass political culture, and political subcultures, and discovered new
research topics by integrating new cultural history, transnational history, and emotional
history. The strengths and weaknesses of historical studies of American political culture
in the United States may provide inspirations for Chinese scholars to rethink and promote

historical research on political culture in China.

Reading Notes of History
Analysis of the Number of Households in the Early Song Dynasty  Gu Hongyi(206)
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