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Imperial Legitimacy of the Carolingians and
the Rise of the Holy Roman Empire

LI Long - guo
( Department of History Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: On Christmas Day 800 Charlemagne was crowned by Pope Leo III as the Roman Emperor. In
order to legitimize his newly acquired title Charlemagne sought deliberately the recognition from the Emper—
or at Constantinople as well as blessing from the Bishop of Rome. Given the custom of dividing empire a—
mong all lawful sons the later Carolingian Emperors increasingly centered their power in Italy which led
them to conflict with the Eastern Emperors directly. As a result the recognition of their imperial titles by the
Emperors at Constantinople was more difficult to be achieved. From Emperor Louis II onwards the Carolin—
gians were instead more inclined to accept the legitimization of their Imperial rule through the coronation by
Pope at Rome and the Carolingian Empire developed gradually into the Holy Roman Empire. From the Long
— Durée perspective the above development may be considered as an important stage in the Christianization
of rulership from the late 4th century when Emperor Theodosius the Great ruled at Constantinople.

Key words: Imperial Coronation of Charlemagne; Carolingian Empire; Legitimization; Holy Roman Em-

pire; Emperor Louis [
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The Clan Gathering and Clan Cohesion in Ming and Qing Dynasties

ZHAO Ke - sheng
( School of History Hainan Normal University Haikou Hainan 571158 China)

Abstract: The clan gathering refers to the meeting of certain clansmen to do activities of tomb — sweeping
eating food and mass greetings etc. With the development of patriarchal clan in Ming and Qing Dynasties
the gentry and the civilian initiated clan gathering which can be divided into several types such as sacrifi-
cing and renovating the tomb dining together mass greetings and preach of imperial decree family instruc—
tion and regulation of the clan. Each can be held separately or be held in turn. As far as the fund is con—
cerned there are different ways including capitation payment by male taking turns by different branches of
the family and raising fund to establish some kind of society. The aim to manage and maintain the clan
gathering is to communicate emotion intensify clan identity among the same clan people so as to improve
the agnation and to realize the clan cohesion.

Key words: Ming and Qing Dynasties; clan gathering; clan cohesion



