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State and Rites: Changes in the Sacrificial Rites to

Confucius in Yuan and Ming Dynasties

Chu Hunglam

Abstract  This paper discusses the relationship between state intention and rites that state instituted for
the fulfillment of its intention in premodern China. It sees state rituals both as mechanisms that started
the legitimate operation of social institutions and as means to cultivate state-sanctioned values. It contends
that liturgies in sacrificial rites formulated by state poperty reflected the degree of honor state knowingly
wanted to acoord to the recipient of the sacrifice. The case for demonstration is the sacrificial rites con-
ducted in the temples of Confucius during Yuan and Ming times. A liturgical comparison of the same rites
as conducted in these two dynasties show that the rite performed in Ming times was more a sincere tribute
to the sage, but in Yuan times it was at the same time a rite to honor the reigning emperor. The Yuan
liturgy, in a lesser degree of reverence than that of the Ming, was in accord with the lawger trend that typ-
ified the Mongol slight on Confucianism. Ritual differences in this case in the Ming were a result of delib-
erately different state policy for the exaltation of Confucianism adopted by the founder of the dynasty.
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The Lonely Theater
Ai Xiaoming

Abstract The experiment of the novel started at the begiming of this century. Avante-garde writers,
such as Marcel Proust and Kafka, searched for new ways of telling stories. New perspectives of observa-
tion and fresh imagination gave rise to new ways of looking into the complexity of human nature. In the
meantime, the potentials of the novel were better understood.

Suskind focuses his narration on individuals and their internal experiences. His simple way of writ-
ing demonstrates great skills in story-telling. He creates exquisite linguistic images. He is a subtle analyst

of human nature. His achievement sheds new light on novel creation for avante-garde Chinese writers.
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