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The Legal Mechanism and Experience of Chinese Traditional Grassroots

Social Governance

Luo Guannan

Abstract: Grassroots social governance plays an important basic and supporting role in the overall
social governance. China's traditional grassroots social governance has formed a set of smoothly operating,
harmonious and self-consistent legal system, which contains the valuable experience. The traditional
Confucian law was mixed with the morality, and moral education was used as an important means of social
governance, which led to the combination of rule of morality and rule of virtue. The self-governance system
in the grass-roots society, whether in legislation or judicature, has formed an organic part of the national law
system. The legal mechanism and experience of China’s traditional grassroots social governance coincide
with the "combination of autonomy, rule of law and rule of virtue" mentioned today, and they still have values
which cannot be ignored when we face the great challenges in the grassroots social governance today.

Keywords: Grassroots Social Governance; Moral Education; Domestic Disciplines and Clan Rules;

Village Convenance; Dispute Mediation
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