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basic force for the duration and reform of ancient Chinese society. The dictum that “while the water can carry a

boat; it can also overturn it” said by Emperor Taizong of Tang, is just a high summary of such social law.

Election by Voting in Western Constitutionalism

vs. Election through Nominating in Confucian Government in Humanity Xie Wenyu

In Chinese scholarship there have been much discussion about western constitutionalism in which political
leaders are elected by voting. Meanwhile, the Confucian system of electing political leaders which had been
practiced in Chinese history have almost been ignored. In this paper, for convenience, I would brand these two
political systems respectively the voting election and the nominating election. They are based on two different
principles of justice, that is, conceiving the general will by votes, and presenting human will through the Dao of
junzi. The voting election sees votes as the determining factor, ignoring the voter’s consciousness of
responsibility, and therefore excluding the possibility that the so-called general will may be evilly expressed.
The nominating election regards human will as the foundation of government, demanding the political leaders to
maintain themselves as junzi, respecting the heavenly endowment and pursuing to understand human will. Yet,
the uncertainty of the understanding of human will allows the structural corruption in the nominating election
system. In a paralleling comparative study between the voting election and the nominating election, in the regard
to electing political leaders, may help us understand the basic principles and executive patterns within

governmental models between West and East.

A Historical Examination of “Removing Hundreds of Schools of Thought and Respecting Confucianism Exclusively” .
Focusing on the Division and Combination of “Six Arts” and the “Art of Confucius” Yang Yong
On the political level of Han dynasty, there are two main lines: the “historical” “six arts” and the “mental”

“art of Confucius.” During the early age of Emperor Wu of Han, based on confucianized Chaju system and

doctoral officers of the five “Jing”, institutional foundation of “respecting Confucianism” was established.

‘

However, in the age of Emperor Wu, it appeared that “six arts” and the “art of Confucius” diverged and were
even opposite to each other, which prevented folk Confucian entering official position. The contradiction
developed and ended with the Salt and Iron Conference held after the death of Emperor Wu, even after which the
“six arts” tended to combining with Legalism, resulting in the “new politics of Qin,” and challenged
“Confucianism respecting. ” But at the same time, the folk Confucian who were elected by Chaju came to the
political stage through the conference, which to some extent restrained the opposition between the two and

J

marked the new stage of “removing hundreds of schools of thought and respecting Confucianism exclusively.

‘

Although the “six arts” and the “art of Confucius” in the later years of Emperor Yuan and Wang mang
constantly tried to blend, they didn’t manage to integrate well at last. Wang Mang’s politics complimented the
two extremely, but in fact they ended with diverging badly. That the “six arts” was more important than the

“art of Confucius” became a prominent feature of Han politics.

A Rewritten Political Timing.: Again on the Founding Time of the Khitan Empire Miao Runbo

The founding time of the Khitan Empire in the literature system of the Liao is the year 907, which
contradicts historical facts. However, the historical narrative on this political time seem holistic and systematic,
so it was not a result of the historians’ negligence but of a deliberated choice. In fact, there have been two very
different writings in the official history of the Khitan dynasty: the account of “Junji Taiyi appeared several

times”

in the Taizu Ji of the Liaoshi was an auspicious rumor created by the Han Chinese counsellors around
Abaoji on the eve of the first year of Shence era (916), which reflects the original historical event; the other

records we usually use have been completely rewritten by the later historians, real and original date of the



