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Tianwen fenye (the earthly correspondences of the heavenly constellations ) was a popular
belief about the relationship between the cosmos and the earth in premodern Chinese society. It
had an important effect on astrology-influenced politics and the shaping of the traditional Chinese
worldview in middle antiquity. However, beginning from the Song dynasty, many of the scholar-
ly elite mounted harsh attacks on this thinking, citing its internal logic, changes in geographic
disposition, and the laws of motion of the constellations. This criticism shaped a general trend of
rejection of the theory. In the Qianlong-Jiaqing period, the Qianlong Emperor took a strong
stand against the theory, and with Li Linsong’s complete analysis of its deficiencies in his Xing
tu shi (Explaining the stars and the earth), the traditional theory of tianwen fenye finally came
to an end. On one hand, from the Song dynasty on, the traditional political culture had col-
lapsed, so consulting the stars lost its status in knowledge and belief systems; this was the inter-
nal reason for its decline. On the other hand, in the late Ming and early Qing, Western astrono-
my., geography, and surveying and mapping knowledge were introduced into China, where they
had a huge impact. The end of the traditional tianwen fenye theory was the result of both inter-

nal and external factors.

Men (Door ) and Men-Shaped Genealogies in the Clan Lineages in Qin County: With Comments on
the Two Types of Practices in Chinese Clan Lineages Qian Hang(52)

Fang (house) and men (door ) have always been used to identify the branches within Chi-
nese clans. The men in the lineages of clans in Qin County, Shanxi Province, since the Ming and
Qing dynasties, however, has additional meanings. Here the central idea that men identifies is a
same generation relationship between brothers, rather than a father-son relationship; brothers
can either occupy one men each, or share one men with several others; and the relationship be-
tween different men of the same generation can be first to fourth collateral relatives. The practice
of establishing men was related to the development of immigrant clans in Qin County; it also re-
flected their desire to integrate relationships between brothers in order to enhance cohesion be-

«

tween clans. It is a continuation of the tradition that “relatives behave appropriately as rela-
tives.” Defining genealogy using men does not affect the original succession system of each
branch; in terms of inclusiveness, it is similar to the alliances between geographically close
fang , but it was much less artificial. Men and the genealogy it defined can be regarded as a prac-

tice in drawing up lineages that differs from the definition of lineages using fang .

The Fence of Shiqi: Changes in the Gentry’s Consciousness of Identity as Reflected in Late Qing
Land Taxes in Changshu Zhao Siyuan(70)

In the early years of the Tongzhi reign, a power structure characterized by prominent fami-
lies took shape in Changshu. During the Wuxu Coup of 1898, these families became involved in
the power struggles at court. Weng Tonghe and others became political opponents of Gang Yi, a
trusted follower of Empress Dowager Cixi. After the coup, Gang Yi reorganized the land tax.,
and took the opportunity to launch political attacks on the gentry of Changshu. Young men a-
mong the Changshu gentry, dissatisfied with the local power structure, organized a Zhongxi
Xueshe (Chinese and Western learning society), competing for local funds controlled by the
prominent families. They were also unhappy about Gang Yi’s political attacks. Shen Peng pub-
lished a draft memorial impeaching Gang Yi and others in Guowen Bao (National News ), shock-
ing both the court and the localities. Xu Zhaowei put forward the theory of shiqi (spirit of the
gentry) , arguing that the gentry should take responsibility for levying the land tax , participate in

local affairs, and promote the rights of the people. Reflecting the prevailing view among the
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