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See Michael Walzer. Thinking Politically: Essays in Politi—
cal Theory M . Yale University Press 2007.
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The Third Approach to Confucianism besides
Mencius and Xunzi’'s Approaches

REN Jian—tao
( Department of Politics  Tsinghua University ~Beijing 100084  China)

Abstract: After Confucius Confucian school has been divided into eight branches among which the two most
influential approaches to Confuciansim are Mencius’s moral idealistic mental Confucianism and Xunzi’s idealistic po—
litical Confucianism. The former emphasizes the construction of Confucian ethics while the latter stresses the con—
struction of Confucian politics both of which have their own limitations. Hence the combination of both approa—
ches is the new route to construct the modern Confucianism which takes the advantages of both approaches to over—
come each other’s limitations and it is the integrative route of moral idealism and political idealism. However the
breakthrough of modern Confucian study is not just the integration but rather the continuation of Dong Zhongshu’s
approach which does not just rely on Dong Zhongshu’s theory of male sheep with the major concern with political
operation but on the internal integration of Confucian rationale and Confucian politics. In theory it has established
the Confucian system which draws essence from each school. In practice it adheres to principles to carry out politi—
cal operation and integrate Confucian theoretical ambition with political aspirations. As a result all the followers of
other schools originated in Pre-Qin Period found it difficult to catch up.

Key words: Mencius; Xunzi; approach to Confucianism; third approach; Dong zhongshu



