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Document Administration and the Transportation Network on County Levels
in Dongting Prefecture

Guo Tao

Abstract: Liye Qin bamboo slips were file remains of Qianling county in Dongting prefecture,
which provided a rare case of understanding the realities of the imperial administration. According to
the process of passing documents, we can restore the buildings of fifteen counties in Dongting and the
transport network on county levels. The process began to LinYuan where was the capital of Dongting,
or the Xin Wuling county , and then passed through four routes in turn. These routes were not only the
main route in Dongting, but also the media of Dongting interacted with external counties, and they affil-
iated with the transportation network which supported the daily administrative operation of Dongting
County. At the same time, it was connected with other areas of road traffic, constructing the road traffic
system in Qin and Han empire, and also played an important role to the imperial administration what
main and collateral channels were to body. With the laws as the guides, the documents as the carriers,
relying on the beginning of the county administrative system and relatively perfect transport network,
the administrative decrees of the Qin empire were able to run through the entire empire and develop ad-
ministrative efficiency.

Keywords: Liye Qin Bamboo Slips; Dongting Prefecture; Administration; Documents; Transporta-

tion
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