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Textual Research into Imperial Couplets and Inscribed Boards
in Queli Confucian Temple

Wang Zhenxing
( Editorial Board of the Journal of Jining University Jining University Qufu Shandong 273155)

Abstract: The rulers in Qing dynasty wrote and bestowed quite a number of couples and horizontal
inscribed boards for Queli Confucius Temple most of them made by Emperor Qianlong’ s order which
were mentioned in the official history and concretely recorded in Shandong local chronicles. Through
investigating the time and the hanging places of part of the couplets and boards some differences are
found between Queli Confucian Temple and Beijing Confucius Temple. Writing and bestowing couplets
and horizontal inscribed boards for Confucian temples in the whole country became emperor’ s
privileges and an external manifestation of authority. It embodies Qing Dynasty’ s basic national policy
of respecting Confucianism. These couplets and boards are not only artistic decorations for Queli
Confucian Temple but also show the characteristics of the poetic culture of Chinese nation.

Key words: Queli Confucius Temple; made by the emperor order; couplets and horizontal inscribed
boards
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