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The Wave of Bald Heads during the Republic of China

Su Quanyou

Abstract: The wave of bald heads in the Republic of China started in the late 1920s and reached its climax in the
1930s and 1940s. While the proportion of bald heads in the groups of students, military forces and police was very high,
bald heads were also quite popular in political and performing-arts circles. The popularity of bald heads could be attribut-
ed to (1) the demands of the New Life Movement, (2) the advocation of bald heads from the military and economic per-
spective, and (3) the interpretation on the advantages of bald heads from the perspectives of health and aesthetics. The be-
havior of bald heads extended from individuals to groups and then became politicized. In the special era of the Republic
of China, it directly led to the prevalence of bald heads.

Keywords: Wave of Bald Heads; Republic of China; The New Life Movement
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