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Research on the Functions of the Chengfa Office
in the Prefecture and County Yamen of the Qing Dynasty

Centered on Nanbu Archives

GOU De-i
( School of History and Culture China West Normal University Nanchong 637009 China)

Abstract: According to Nanbu Archives of the Qing dynasty and the relevant records Chengfa office is an official
division generally set up at all levels of local government offices during the Ming and Qing dynasties. In the prefec—
ture and county administration it mainly undertook the work of processing documents drafting documents filling
in official form for filing a lawsuit taking charge of writing legal document for others handling the litigation col-
lecting the fees and so on. The actual work in Chengfa office is much more complicated than that of " secretariat" or
"mail room" mentioned in the existing research . With the deepening of the research the solution of the problems
related to Chengfa office is just around the corner. The actual work of ChengFaFang is more complex than the previ-—
ous studies that simply compared it to the Secretariat or the mail room. In the depth of the study to solve the prob—
lems related to ChengFaFang is just around the corner.
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