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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

On the Significance of Marx’s Idea of the “Estranged Relationship between Man and Nature” for

the Study of Environmental History//Fang Xiaojie

As a subfield of history the study of environmental history faces a primary issue which is how to
address the socio-historicity of the environment. In his Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844
Marx introduces the concept of “estrangement” and/or “objectification” in understanding human’s relation
with nature which provides a theoretical foundation for dealing with the issue. Through “objectification ”
nature becomes humanized or acquires socio-historical meaning. This process supplies the premise for the
birth and development of environmental history. The ebb and flow of environmental history has reflected the
estranged /objectified relationship between human beings and their natural environment. In order for
environmental history to develop better into the future it is imperative for us to examine the human-nature
relationship from Marx’s perspective on “objectification. ” On the one hand it is necessary to recognize
nature’s socio-historicity. On the other hand one also needs to place human activity at the center of the
study and realize that environmental issues are also closely related to many problems in other arenas such

as economics politics technology and culture.

Does History Have a Meaning? ——A Discussion of Zhang Taiyan” Idea of History in His Study of
the Spring and Autumn ( Chungiu) and the Book of Changes ( Zhouyi) //Jiang Mei

Zhang Taiyan ( 1869 —1936) had a unique position in modern Chinese intellectual history. He was an
anti—traditionalist as well as a profound and thorough critic of modernity. Of Zhang’s criticism of modernity
he particularly targeted evolutionism or the idea of progress in modern historical thinking. In so doing he
put forth his “relative evolutionism” ( jufen jinhua lun) which has received ample attention among
scholars. Yet as an Old Text Confucian Zhang also studied the Spring and Autumn ( Chungiu) and the
Book of Changes ( Zhouyi) from which he developed a rather comprehensive theory of history one that
expands on Zhuang Zi’s idea in his “On Leveling All Things” ( Qiwu lun) . He thoroughly abandoned the
metaphysical presupposition of the concept of genesis and repudiated the meaning of historical progress on
both historical and philosophical levels. Yet he also recognized specific and concrete cases of historical
continuity which enabled him to make anew the past tradition and encourage cultural autonomy. His ideas
are helpful for renewing and reconstructing the social order which are relevant to Chinese society today.

Toward A Total History: Reflections on the New Direction of Regional Social History Study in
China//Tang Shichun

While emerging as a new field only in the 1990s regional social history had actually originated a
decade or so earlier thanks to the advances in regional studies of socio-economic history. Over the period
social history and economic history benefited one another resulting in a new trend in regional social
history. Different from regional studies this new field expanded research scope and developed new ideas
and questions in methodology. In particular scholars in regional social history have explored issues that
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examine the complex relationship between local history and total history or to study the local with a
comprehensive or total history perspective and vice versa. That is while some prefer to use regional
history to reconstruct total history others hope to depict total history by highlighting the difference between
total history and local history. Both approaches the author believes reflect an interest in total history.
Integrating the two or merging the local with the total in forming one’s research would overcome potential
downsides caused by fragmentation on the one side and overemphasis on finding a grand narrative on the
other. In sum regional social history study is moving in a new direction which will help deepen and
enrich our understanding and practice of total history.

The Calendar Reform and the Rethinking of Historical Time in Late Qing and Early Republic
China//Zhu Wenzhe

During the late Qing and early Republic period the calendar reform launched by the government
caused a sea change in one’s concept of time. In the main it established the linear view of time change and
developed a universal time concept by merging Chinese and Western calendars. This new concept of time
also caused a significant change in one’s historical outlook; people began to see that history moves along a
one directional time framework. As such it undermined the traditional view of history which tended to
emphasize the value of history as a mirror; or that historical events could move cyclically in different
historical times and that past events could occur again at present and in the future. The new concept of time
enabled one to explore causal relations among various seemingly unrelated events and appreciate the idea of
continuity in history. Since now there appeared also a universal time historians in their writings strove to
search out and display a universal pattern of historical evolution giving rise to the study of comparative
history. Meanwhile this concept of time also delimited one’s historical imagination and circumscribed how

history is written for the years to come.

A Preliminary Discussion on R. G. Collingwood’s “All History is History of History ”//Wang
Lihong Wang Fengshou

In his posthumous and expanded Idea of History R. G. Collingwood posits in addition to his idea of
“all history is the history of ideas ” another important presupposition that “all history is really history of
history ” which becomes the authors here argue another pillar of Collingwood’s idea of history. This
presupposition is not as well known as his emphasis on “all history is the history of ideas. ”However as
this article contends it is necessary to consider both before one can develop a full understanding of
Collingwood’s philosophy of history. Focusing on the idea of “all history is history of history ” this paper
discusses how the historian gains knowledge of the past through partial evidence showing the presentness of
historical study. It also discusses the similarity and difference between the history of ideas and history of
history emphasizing history’s autonomy and idea-ness which serve as the base for understanding the
possibility for history to repeat itself. It then moves onto reflecting Collingwoods “a priori” and dialectics
embedded in his philosophy of history. The paper ends with some discussion on the significance of
Collingwood’s “all history is history of history ” in historical epistemology contending that it deserves
attention among historiographers and historical theorists.

A Critique of the Eurocentric Metanarrative in the Historiography of International Relations//
Wang Shenjiao

In the Western historiography of international relations there is a Eurocentric metanarrative which
not only overlooks or looks down on the significance of non-Western history but also prevents one from
gaining an appropriate understanding of FEuropean or Western history. Due to this FEurocentric



