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The Crisis of Confucianism and the Rise and
Fall of the Confucianism Movement in the Early
Republic of China

Zou Xiaozhan

Abstract: The Confucianism has faced a serious crisis since the late Qing Dynasty. After
the 1911 Revolution the crisis became even more severe. In order to prevent Confucianism
from dying with the abolition of the monarchy Confucius’ s admirers such as Kang Youwei
initiated a campaign to set up Confucianism as the state religion. The campaign came to its
upsurge during the constitutional convention of 1913 and 1916—1917. This campaign with
considerable social foundation and momentum was subject to many restrictions. The none-
religion character of Confucianism the Chinese’ s lack of religious enthusiasm the Confucian
scholars’ regarding Confucianism as a tool for seeking fame and fortune rather than as a
religious belief the upperdevel line of the campaign the turbulent political situation the
intricate wrestling between political forces the possibility of religious wars the tensions
between Confucianism and Republican politics and Kang Youwei’ s participation in Zhang

Xun’ s restoration of the monarchy etc. all these troubled the Confucian movement. And the
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farce of Zhang Xun’ s restoration of monarchy and the commentary of Confucius and
Confucianism by the new cultural movement made the Confucian movement lose its followers
and the social foundations and caused its inevitable decline.

Key words: Kang Youwei; Stipulate Confucianism as the state religion in the
constitution; Chen Huanzhang; the crisis of Confucianism; the rise and fall of the Confucianism

movement
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