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The Teaching of Confucian Moral Instructors and
Local Moral Education in Qing Dynasty

—Also on the Impact of Abolition of Civil Service Examination on Confucian Moral Instructors

Gou Deyi
(School of History and Culture, China West Normal University, Nanchong, Sichuan 637009)

Abstract: The dominant ideology of Qing Dynasty was Confucian ethics, featuring “moral education
complemented by legal regulation”. Confucian moral instructors were widely employed and became an important
force to implement local moral education. Those teachers spread Confucian ethics through personal involvement
in or supervision over preaching practices. The contents of their teaching centered on imperial edicts and laws,
but later extended gradually to the regulations and announcements related to the Qing government. As one
channel for promoting Confucian moral education, this kind of preaching has played an important role in
enlightening the public, elevating public virtues and correcting malpractices as found in social customs.
However, the blurred boundaries between the duties of these teachers had negatively affected the outcome of
their efforts, which was the result of the conflict between the Qing Court’s institutional design of moral teaching
system and the utilitarian approach to these Confucian teachers at the local government levels.
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