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Zhu Yuanzhang’ s Attitudes to Kong Family of Qufu and the Historic Backgrounds
ZHAO Wen-tan
(School of History and Culture, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: It was an important event in the history of the Kong family that Zhu Yuanzhang summoned
the father and son Kong Kejian and Kong Xixue in the early Ming Dynasty. Zhu’s reprimanded severely to
Kong’s, and acted against the Yuan dynasty, “no bothering with politics” , the magistrate hereditary system
which in Qufu County was also changed, this means that heirs no longer had strict origin requirements as
before, so the situation in which the members of the Kong family became official changed. The apparent reason
is, after YuanHuizong (Shundi Emperor) moved north, Kong Kejian lacked of firm stance, holding a wait—and—
see attitude, and declared that he was sick and did not want to obey the call to go to Nanjing, this caused
Zhu’ s dissatisfaction. The deeper reason is that the courts in the late Yuan Dynasty increased their efforts to
respect Confucianism, and were more favorable to the saints, Kong Kejian and the tribe Kong Sili entered the
Court, held official positions in Zhongshu Province and Yushitai. Ordinary Kong clan person also entered the
official career in large numbers by virtue of the court’s “Kong clan’s grace” , the number of official officials
is the highest among the Han families in the Yuan Dynasty. Therefore, Qufu Confucianism agreed with the
joint rule of the Mongolian, Semu, and Han landlord classes in the Yuan Dynasty, and hostile to the Red Scarf
Army.

Key words: Kong’s official; Political trends; Zhu Yuanzhang; Yan Sheng Gong; county magistrate by
ancestral appointment
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