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A Preliminary Study on the Intervention of Cultural Power and the Development of
Ranzi Zhonggong’s Descendant Clan

Wang Chunhua
Abstract: In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Yan Shenggong (the Duke of Extended Holiness) and the hereditary doctors

of five—classes formed a set of cultural power system interweaving political, bloodline, economic and other factors. The sages

clan community, based on the system of cultural power, developed and flourished in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. The de-

scendants of Ran Yong from Heze (Caozhou) gained official recognition in the early Qing Dynasty, then became a member of

the ancestral clan group, and gained certain cultural rights in the development of the clan. After the intervention of cultural

power, the Ran family developed smoothly and obtained certain economic interests. After the development of cultural power

under the support of public power, frictions also appeared between cultural power and local public power, which developed in

checks and balances.
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