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Abstract: The “affective turn” has emerged in current archival studies as a new research orientation. Affect

theories are introduced to archival discourse and get further development and explanation. By applying the affect

theories to archival phenomena, foreign archival researchers put forward some new ideas and concepts, including

affective value as an appraisal standard, emotional justice, impossible archival imaginaries and imagined records.

Researchers also analyze the issues about archives and affects in particular circumstances such as community

archives and emotional experiences, affects and displaced archives, archives and trauma. Through the lens of

affect, the “affective turn” in archival discourse provides a new perspective for observing and reflecting archival

phenomena in society.
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