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The Change of Saltpetre-Sulphur Policy
and Its Impact on Local Society in the Late Qing Dynasty as
Seen from “Nanbu Archives”
Lu Xingbang

Abstract: Combing the newly discovered “Nanbu Archives ”and other published files a subtle but important
reform has taken place in the filed of Saltpetre-Sulphur in the late Qing Dynasty. With the invasion of foreign
products the trend of the imperial court to rake in wealth and local selfHinancing had been becoming
increasingly obvious Guizhou and Sichuan Province have successively adopted a clever strategy of “Hua Si
Wei Guan”to obtain the commercial mining and selling rights of proscribed Saltpetre-Sulphur in advance

and gradually implemented “Guan Yun Shang Xiao”and “Ju Yu Shang Xiao ”system instead of restricted
production and “Cai Mai” system under military and political control since the middle of GuangXu
dynasty. In the case of Nanbu County which has involved in the New deal Saltpetre-Sulphur monopoly has
fallen short of the economic effects the authorities had expected due to limited markets and price
controls. The introduction of the new interest subject represented by the official shops has tightened the
atmosphere of anti-smuggling aroused more anti-smuggling behaviors and objectively achieved the goal of
“prohibiting smuggling”in the reform but at the same time it has caused more false accusations against
“smuggling ”cases and impacted local social order. The pattern of interests in the field has also changed.

“YingXun ”system has been basically excluded from the interest circle. Although contractors have got the
“prestige “but actual gains. Civil merchants from fireworks houses and medicine shops just like the poorer
and weaker people have been in a passive position and increasingly unintentional and powerless to
participate in “smuggling ”under the New Deal. The reform like “dancing on the tip ”of the authorities has
failed on the whole.

Key Words: Saltpetre-Sulfur Policy “Hua Si Wei Guan” Prohibition of Smuggling Regional Impact

“Nanbu Archives”
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