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A gainst the background of the CCP s preparations for establishing a central government, and follow ing Liu
Shaoqi s directions, the city of Shijiazhuang started expenmenting with a temporary council and skipping over
the “conference of class representatives” stage, finally established the “people’ s representative conference” as its
form of mass political participation. In Aprl 1949, based on class analysis and adopting a democratic agenda, the
city directly elected representatives to the city’ s first “ People’ s Representative Conference”. Shijiazhuang s
“People’ s Representative Conference” met in July to August 1949 —the first council of this name to be held in
any city in the nation—and selected a new governmental committee. However, in the view of the Central Com-
mittee of the CCP, experiences and practices such as those of Shijiazhuang could not be implemented under the
prevailing conditions at the time. With the addition of the influence of Stalin’ s suggestions about the legality of
new governments produced through general election the Central Committee of the CCP formally differentiated
between the two concepts of “ people€’ s representative conference” and “ peoplé s congress”. In this context, Shi-
jiazhuang s first people’ s representative conference could only be assigned to the category of “ conference of class

M ”»
representatives.

Historical Anthropology and Modern Regional Social History
...................................................... Huang Guaxin, Wen Chunlai, Wu Tao (46)
The marriage of historiography and anthropology gave birth to historical anthropology. For historians his-
torical anthropology is a research approach and research trend: it adopts anthmwpology’ s field research methods
and emphasizes the historicity of the research subject; it tries to keep a distance from the research subject, and
makes every effort to collect matenals directly from the field. On this basis, it forms a research trend stressing
time and process as well as space and structure attaching importance to the analysis, examination selection and
interpretation of historical data; emphasizing “participatory experience” and a sense of historical presence, and al-
so stressing the analysis of the different expressions of al classes and organizations. This trend stresses the histori-
cal formation process of regions and stresses that researchers should not be constrained by rigid limits of time and
spaces but rather take human beings as the center of their research and problems as its basis to break dualistic
opposites of “ state vs. locality”, “general knowledge vs. local know ledge”, “big traditions vs. small traditions’,
and so on, and to further develop modern regional social history. Two cases—the chrysanthemum festival of Xi-
aolan Town, Zhongshan County, Guangdong Province, and local self government in the Jiangnan region in the
late Qing and early Republican periods—can be used to illustrate the relationship between historical anthropology

and modern regional social history.

Don’ t Waste Time on “What Ifs” ............................................. Zhu Zongzhen (61)

A New Perspective on the Origin of the Chinese Communist Movement. 7The History of the
Establishment of the Chinese Communist Party by Ishikawa Y oshihiro
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