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guishes it from other academic disciplines of social sciences with research at the core. Therefore,

the science of art can be subdivided into three sub-disciplines in making disciplinary evaluation.

The Arrogance and Insularity of Western Economists Song Xiaochuan « 49 -

By using a mass of evidence, American socialist Marion Fourcade and colleagues, sharply
criticize the arrogance and insularity of some mainstream economists in Western countries,
including their narrow research paradigm, their more individualist worldviews, the confidence
they have in their discipline’s ability to fix the world's problems, the insularity of the discipline
and the imperialistic expansion of economics into aspects of social science. The analysis and
criticism have triggered fierce debates among social scientists in the U.S. on how to evaluate the
role and status of economists, which can be of referential value to the academic positioning and

sound developmentof economics in China.

Getting Rid of the “Mindset of Sinology”: A Discussion on the Methodology of Study of Ancient
Chinese History Bao Weimin « 60 -

The massive translation and introduction of works by sinologists in Western countries since
the 1980s have greatly advanced the research of ancient Chinese history; but on the other hand, it
also has its negative influence, i.e. the “mindset of sinology,” manifested in blindly pursuing and
imitating” the style of Western sinology. The reason for this is complex. To further promote the
research of ancient Chinese history and rebuild our academic confidence in this field, it is
inevitable for us to getting rid of this mindset. This task is especially important in light of the
fact that Western interpretations of Chinese history and culture are obviously insufficient because
they are biased byWestern perspectives. The research of westerners would, intentionally or not,
be influenced by the historical experience of their own nations as well as their different academic
traditions, which is understandable. The studies on urban history in the Tang and Song dynasties
may serve as a case that help Chinese scholars, by takingtheir advantages in research resources, to
reconstruct historical facts in greater detail. Once we are able to get closer to the historical

reality, our academic sense of self will naturally come into being.

The Internal Logic between Academic Communities, Academic Journals and Academic Evaluation
Wang Haobin+ 69 -

The function of academic evaluation of academic journals depends upon academic
communities, academic peers (schools) with shared academic paradigms and interests. In
today’s China, there is no academic school in its true sense, nor common understanding and con-
sciousness of, and conditions for the forming of academic community. This explains the

underlying reason for the functional alienation of academic journals: their inherent and
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