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On offering sacrifices to Confucius by the emperors
of the Qing dynasty and the confirmation
of the ruling legality in the early period of the Qing dynasty

KONG Yong
(Institute of Qing History, Renmin University of China , Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: After the Qing Imperial Court with the Manchu as the ruling class came to power in the
Central Plains, their ruling legality was questioned by the Han scholar-officials. Thus, Emperor
Shunzhi and Emperor Qianlong in the early period of the Qing dynasty were devoted to Confucianism
and carried out the policy of civil administration; Emperor Kangxi and Emperor Qianlong went several
times to the Confucian Temple in Qufu and offered sacrifices, which not only won favor with the Han
scholar-officials and reduced the barrier between the Hans and the Manchus, but also strengthened
their centralized rule by integrating the Confucian tradition with the royal control, which found ex-
pression in the conceptual changes of the descendants of Confucius and the favorable responses of the
scholar-officials. The interaction and adaptation between the monarch and his subjects helped establish
and consolidate the ruling legality of the Qing Imperial Court, which will help deepen our understand-
ing of the political history of the Qing dynasty.

Key words: emperors of the Qing dynasty; Duke Yansheng; offering sacrifices to Confucius; royal

control; Confucian tradition
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