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The Genealogy Compilation and Lineage Construction of Xiushui Ge Family in the Qing
Dynasty: A Study on the Manuscript Zhichuan Zupu Preserved in Shanghai Library
Huang Jingbin
( Department of History Fudan University Shanghai 200433  China)

Abstract: The manuscript of Zhichuan Zupu which was compiled in 1754 and revised during the early 20th
centuries provides an example of the genealogy compilation in the Jiaxing Period of the Qing Dynasty and provokes
further discussion of the characteristics of the local lineage. Through the study of compilation progress and existing
manuscript of this genealogy the loss of family historical memories mainly manifested by the uncertainties and

fabrications of the origin and pedigree in recordings is remarkably demonstrated. A part of clansmen who acquired
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The Taoist Ritual on Lantern Festival and the Great Ultimate:

A Study on Lu Jiuyuan’s Jingmen Lecture on the Great Ultimate
Fang Xudong
( Department of Philosophy East China Normal University Shanghai 200241  China)

Abstract: Shangyuan ( the fifteenth day of the first Lunar month) set up a Jiao ( Taoist ritual) to pray for blessings
which related to Taoist belief in Sanguan ( three officials) and star worship. Shangyuan was blessed by Tianguan
( heaven official) who was honored as the great emperor of Ziwei ( purple MSI) referring to the Big Dipper. The
Taoist thought about the Big Dipper holds that the power of life and death in the world originated from Weishu ( the
books of charms) of the Han Dynasty. By digesting the Hetu ( the River Maps) Luoshu ( the Luo Book) Taoism links
Polaris ( Beichen) Taiyi ( the Great One) and Huangji ( the Great Ultimate) . The meaning of Huangji in Taoist
Classics is the same as its original usage in the “Hongfan” ( the Great Rules) of Shangshu? ( the Book of History) . It
remained the meaning of “Dazhong” which was explained by Kong Anguo. Specifically it refers to the North Pole in
the central position of heaven. The Hetuo Luoshu provides an intuitive explanation for the location of the Arctic. All of
these can explain why Lu Jiuyuan preached the deep meaning of “Hongfan” on the day of Shangyuan which was
supposed to set up a Taoist ritual.

Keywords: Lu Jiuyuan; Taoism; Weishu; Shangyuan; Jiao
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achievement in imperial examination and official career were eagerly engaged in constructing family pedigree. Besides
genealogy property for sacrifice regulations of graves and sacrificial systems were constructed reflecting the
establishment and practice of the lineage rites. However as the revised manuseripts and its pedigree recordings shows
even though a series of activities in lineage constructions were performed in Qianlong Period the clan did not develop
to be a “organization” with clear boundary and inherent cohesiveness. On the contrary it is more common to see the
dispersion and separation of the clan. In a sense Xiushui Ge family and its genealogy presents us appropriate evidence
to observe the family formation and local social formation in Jiangnan area.

Keywords: Zhichuan Zupu; lineage; Jiaxing
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