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Foundling Home Wet Nurses in the
Qing Dynasty

Yu-wei Jiang*

Abstract

This study focuses on the development of
foundling homes in the Qing Dynasty and the wet nurses
who worked in them. From Ming to Qing period, a large
number of foundling homes were established. The
occupation of wet nurse who worked in foundling homes,
by definition a female occupation, thus emerged. These
wet nurses served as not only “the rescuing of infants”
but also “the help to the poor.”

The first part of this article discusses the recruitment
and payments of wet nurses mn foundling homes. The
second part focus on the duties and norms of wet nurses as
healers, and outhnes their most Important tasks—
breastfeeding and caretaking. In order to take good care of
the newborns, wet nurses were often limited their activities.

Finally, the operations of foundling homes are exposed,
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and the actual manners of the wet nurses vividly presented
through narratives of wet nurses in the Qing Dynasty. More
importantly, the gender consciousness mmplicit at the time

and the period’s social values cannot be ignored.

Keywords: wet nurse, the Qing Dynasty, yuying tang, gender, medical

treatment



