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Beyond Ritsuryo System:
Re-examining Chinese Legal System

YU Rong-gen

(School of Administrative Law, Southwest University of Political Science & Law,

Chongging 401120, China)

Abstract: The theory of Ritsuryo System originated from Japanese Sinology. Chinese legal system is an

Etiquette System that should not be narrowed to Ritsuryo System. Therefore, to clear up the perennial

misunderstanding of Chinese legal system, this paper re-examines Chinese legal system from the perspective

of Etiquette System. It reveals that the mode of Chinese laws are composed of rites, codes and customary

laws and discovers the genetic codes of Chinese legal culture, i.e., the pursuits of Rule of Etiquette, and

Good Law and Governance.

Keywords: Chinese legal system; Ritsuryo System; Etiquette System; Rule of Etiquette
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