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The Impact of City God Worship on the Judicial Practice
of Qing County Magistrates

Zhao Weini',Li Zan®

(1. Institute for Disaster Management and Reconstruction, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064;
2. Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064)

Abstract: In ancient China, si, or sacrificing to gods and spirits, was taken as a very serious subject of
the country. In the history, many rites and ceremonies concerning sacrifice were gradually absorbed into
national codes and institutions. The worship of chenghuang (or the city god) had emerged very early, but it
had not been accepted into the national sacrifice codes until the early Ming Dynasty. Based on the historical
records in the Qing Dynasty, the impacts of the City God worship had gone beyond religious ceremonies in the
strict sense, and had extended, for instance, to the legal and administrative affairs in Qing county magistrates.
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