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The Logic and Meta-system of National Governance in Traditional China
HOU Xin-—t

Abstract: In the course of thousands of years of development traditional China has formed the basic
experience of national governance and its own logic meta-system and legal framework. According to the
existing historical data from the end of the Shang dynasty to the beginning of the Zhou dynasty some
thinkers and politicians represented by the Duke of Zhou thought about the governance of the country and
by the time of the Spring and Autumn period and the Warring States period thinkers gradually formed the
thought of governance of the country with governance as the core. At the same time the politicians also
actively groped in the practice and finally determined the governance mode of the combination of etiquette
and laws by the middle of the Han dynasty. The combination of etiquette and laws is the traditional meta—
system of Chinas national governance on the basis of which a set of specific systems related to national
governance have been developed according to the changes of the times. In traditional China the rule of
etiquette and law is not a set of empty rhetoric but including a rich legal content.

Key Words: traditional China; national governance; governing theory; combination of etiquette and
laws; meta-system
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