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The Transformation of Shanghai Confucian
Temple in the Republic of China

Zhang Guopeng

Abstract: Considering spreading Confucian culture to the common people the Shanghai
Confucian Temples administration office put forward a plan to transform the Confucian temple to
an open park on the eve of the national revolution. Under the background of promoting social
education and modernization the Shanghai Confucian Temple was eventually converted to a
public education museum with the efforts of the new Kuomintang government and the common
people. The transformation of the Shanghai Confucian Temple was accompanied by the conflict
not only between the youth and the elderly but also the Municipal Bureau of Education and the
Bureau of Public Affairs. With the expectation of social innovation and the stimulation of
national crisis the transformation of the temple finally moved towards the cultivation of citizens
“character and the spread of national will bearing a new social content in the inherent field
and thus reshaping the expectations and recognition of the people.

Key words: the Shanghai Confucian Temple; Kuomintang of China; the park of

Confucian Temple; public education museum
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