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Retrospect and Reflections on National Archives Movement during the Reign of
Nanjing National Government
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Abstract: This paper aims at figuring out the origin, process and significance of the National Archives
Movement during the period of Nanjing National Government. It’s found that, driven by some representative
academic and administrative organizations such as Chinese Library Association, the Records Arrangement Office
of the Executive Yuan and the Preparatory Committee for the Establishment of the State Historiographer’s
Office, proposals like Petition the Government to Organize a Central Archives Bureau (January,1929), Re—
establish the State Historiographer’s Office (January,1934), Set up an Integrated Archives Repository and
Prepare for Establishing State Historiographer’s Office (January, 1939) were brought in successively. Meanwhile,
the Draft Rules for the Organization of Archives Throughout the Country composed by Zhenlun Fu and the
National Archives Regulations authored by Kun Mao respectively represented official and civil endeavors on the
design of institution. Yet despite these efforts from levels of practice and institutional design, the ultimate aim of
establishing national archives was not realized, whereas this movement had left precious practical experiences and
ideological heritage on the establishment of national archives for the New China.
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