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CONTENTS

Monographic Studies
Studies on Genealogy of Ancient China
Qian Hang (3)
Genealogy in ancient China took two forms: one focused on the earliest ancestor and the first wife s first
son and another focused on rlatives within the most recent five generations. During the Song dynasty when the
predominant form traced relatives within the recent five generations, there was a trend to return to traditions
and principles of the foim which traced the earliest ancestor all the way down to the newest generation. This
was of great significance for it transcended individual clans and revealed historical continuity and geographical
changes. The generalization and virtualization of clan relations were a rational outcome of historical develop-

ment.

The Xiangli System during the Northern Dynasty and the World the Villagers Lived in
—An Investigation Based on Stone Inscriptions
Hou Xudong ( 16)
It is generally believed in academic circles that during the Northern dynasty the Xiangli administrative
system inwhich a xiang (county) was divided into several [ (locality) ceased to exist with the establishment
of samzhang ( literally “three heads, ” that is, of lin, i, and dang, all local administrative units) system.
But this was not so. Despite establishment of the sarzhang system, the xiangli system survived in rural areas
during the Northern dynasty . With the exception of areas around the capital of Northern Qi, in the period from
about the Taihe reign of Northern Wei to the end of Northemn dynasty the xiangli system prevailed throughout
the countryside. During the Northermn dynasty, in ntrast to previous dynasties, xiangli had fixed geographi-
cal boundaries, perhaps reflecting the system of equal allotment of land. Despite its ubiquitousness, however,
ordinary villagers did not identify with the xiangli system in their everyday lives; rather, they showed a strong
sense of belonging to the villages where they had lived for generations. Basing their activities on the village,

the xiangli system existed for them only in fomm.

An Investigation of the Evolution of the Title of the Liao Dynasty
Liu Pujiang (30)
The evolution of the title of the Liao dynasty was morwe complicated than is generally thought. In the early
days after its founding the dynasty title was “Grand Khitan. ” During the reign of Fmperor Taizong a dual title
was in use: in the areas inhabited by the ethnic Han people in Yan and Yun prefectures the title became

“Grand liao” while in the grasslands it remained Grand Khitan. The title changed twice again during the reign
° 189 ¢



