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Documentation and Legal Process in the Qing Dynasty: A Case Study

SHI Zhigiang ( Law School, East China University of Political Science and Law; shi.zhigiang@,
outlook.com )

Abstract: Rusong’s wife went missing in 1730, and Rusong was accused of killing his wife. After
lengthy trials and retrials, just as Rusong was about to be executed for murder in 1735, his wife’s sudden
reappearance proved his innocence. Employing a set of newly found materials on this case, this paper
presents the routine flow of documents inside the bureaucracy and shows how the discourses on the
crime were produced, fabricated and modified by bureaucratic texts through procedures, techniques and
collusion. Moreover, this paper finds the judicial responsibility and the informal mechanism among the
superior officials and local officials undermined the efficacy of judicial review system.

Keywords: Qing dynasty, legal process, Macheng case, judicial responsibility, judicial archives
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