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A Study on the Change of Official Documents by Prime Ministers

in their Administrative Operation in the Tang and Song Dynasties
Li Quande

( Department of History Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: To rule the country by official documents was one of the important features of the traditional Chinese
political operation. The change of official documents was often in conformity with the political change. Tangtie
( ) was a type of official document by prime ministers in their independent administrative operation which
was in conformity with the political change in the middle and late Tang Dynasty. This paper describes the
evolutional process of the official documents by prime ministers from Tangtie in the Tang Dynasty to Zhazi(

) in the Northern Song Dynasty and then to Shengzha( ) in the Southern Song Dynasty. This evolution
reflected the struggle between emperors and their prime ministers for power and the penetration of monarchical
power into the routine administrative affairs. By analyzing the actual operation of these different official
documents we also find that the bureaucratic system headed by prime ministers still had plenty of room for

their manipulation of power which made it difficult for emperors to realize their overall control of political

power.
Key words: Tang and Song Dynasties Tangtie ( official document by prime ministers in the Tang
Dynasty) Zhazi( official document by prime ministers in the Northern Song Dynasty) Shengzha(
official document by prime ministers in the Southern Song Dynasty) administrative operation
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