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by Qu Yuan on the basis of sacrificial folk music is not telling the whole story. The
Nine Songs comprise the shao music of the Dongyi people in the Haidai region from
the age of Yu Shun; the qiuge of the Huaxia people in the Central Plains during the
days of the great Yu and Qi; the sacrificial songs of vassal states in the Spring and
Autumn and the Warring States periods; and popular sacrificial music from the Chu
mountains. The ancient sacrificial songs of different regions and tribes were originally
disseminated through kinship groups from generation to generation in remote
antiquity. They only spread beyond the tribe through contacts occurring when kinship
organization collapsed, to be replaced by geopolitical organization. The particular
historical origin of Chu state and King Huai of Chu’ s ambition to unify the whole
country under his rule; the period in which Qu Yuan lived; and his role as a Wushi
( ) or shaman were all factors that enabled him to compose and polish the Nine
Songs. Their value lies in the fact that they not only inherit and integrate ancient
tribal culture but also represent the acme of the Chinese nation’ s classical literature,
whence their enduring influence over more than two thousand years of traditional

Chinese culture.

(9) Calendar Books of the Qing Dynasty and the Formation of a Modern, Unified and
Multinational China Wang Yuanchong * 185 ¢

Since the establishment of its domination in the principal territory of China, the
Qing dynasty began to issue and carry out shixianli (a kind of calendar book,
renamed “shixianshu” in the Qianlong reign), which adopted the calculating method
of Western calendars, and kept doing so until it fell down. This practice was closely
related to national ceremonies and the daily life of the multitudes. Ever since the first
day of its issuance and enactment, the calendar books, except in the capital, were
added with a list of sunrise and sunset points in each local province directly under the
domination of the court and a schedule of solar terms, which was a great innovation
that had never been in previous calendar books. With the expansion of the Qing
dynasty, this part of the content began to have a strong political significance. During
the Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong reigns, the political units of the Mongolian
tribes, the Hui tribes, the tribes in Xinjian, and the large and small Jinchuan Tusi
were added one by one to the list of points, reflecting the evolution of Chinese
territory, the continuous integration of multiple ethnic groups, and the gradual

formation of a modern unified multi-ethnic state in the Qing Dynasty.
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