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A Comparative Analysis of Summons Signing Bills and Files for Reference
—A Case Study of Archives of Nanbu County Government in the Qing Dynasty

JIN Sheng-yang YUAN Hui
( School of History and Culture China West Normal University Nanchong 637009 China)

Abstract: The summons and the signing bill are common documents of the local government to be issued to the low—
er levels in the Qing dynasty to deal with government affairs. They are quite similar in the form of documents and
functions but there are significant differences between the them. The most intuitive distinction is the list of people
to be summoned. The former has a large number and is separately listed in the back of the text while the latter has
a smaller number and is interspersed in the text. The signing bill is simpler and more convenient than the summon
in terms of title main content and information such as service address and deadline. The file for reference is a kind
of document that is used as a duplicate retained for future reference. lts appearance is late and inextricably linked to
the standardization of the summons.

Key words: summons ; signing bill; file for reference



