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Conflict and Compromise: Drought Relief and Praying for Rain in the
Yimeng Liberated Area in 1948
Li Jinzhen and Gao Yutong
Abstract: In 1948 the drought relief in Yimeng Liberation Area although gaining some achievement was not
smooth but full of twists and complexities. When the drought relief cant solve the disaster the farmers often fol—
low the folk customs holding the ceremony of praying for the rain praying for the “Gods” bless. However the
activity with superstitious color contradicted with the idea of production and thrift of the CPC revolution. When
the District cadres went to prohibit it they were beat by the masses attending the prayer which was the very rare
violent conflict in liberation areas. During the process of handling the incident the CPC local government didnt
blindly punish the masses but wisely combined the revolution idea and the traditional customs dissolving the cri—

sis in a moderate way and pulling the production and disaster into the normal orbit.
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