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The Official Sacrifice to the Temple of Confucius in Sichuan of Late Qing
—Referring to Abolishing Sacrifice to the Temple of Confucius in Late Qing and
Early Republican China

Zhao Weini, Li Zan

Abstract: The traditional Chinese official sacrificial ceremony originated from the Han dynasty and
continued until late Qing dynasty and early Republic of China. This practice has had an important influence in
traditional social life. The ceremony of recording and regulating this sacrificial practice is regarded as the
“Supreme Law ”, which is part of the basic law of the country. Few previous studies have looked at this issue
from the perspective of legal system norms. In Qing dynasty, Confucian Temple worship and its related process
embody the respect of traditional Confucianism, and also reveal the high level of self-management of public
matters in the local society. The abolition of sacrifice took place in late Qing and early Republican period,
terminating the temple worship which had lasted more than two thousand years, and threatening the orthodoxy
position of Confucianism. In the process of abolishing Confucius Temple sacrifice, a series of social changes
took place: the confiscation of private property ended the collective wealth accumulated through donation, and
the self-management of local society completely disappeared.

Key words: official sacrifice, Confucian Temple, the prefectures and counties of Qing Dynasty
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